A’amaal in the holy month of Shaban

FIFTEENTH DAY OF SHABAN

On the fifteenth of Sha’ban, the twelfth Imam al-Mahdi, the Patron of the Age (Sahib al-Zaman),
was born. May Almighty Allah’s blessings be upon him and his immaculate ancestors. It is
recommended to visit him at each time and place and to pray Almighty Allah for hastening in his
advent. His Ziyarah at the Vault (sirdab) in Samarra’ is more favorable. Beyond any dispute, Imam
al- Mahdi (A.S.) shall appear, overcome, and fill the earth with justice and equality just as it would
be filled with injustice and bias.

THE RITES IN THE REST OF SHA’BAN

Imam al-Rida (A.S.) is reported as saying: If one observes fasting on the last three days of
Sha’ban and attaches it to the obligatory fasting of Ramadan, Almighty Allah will decide him as
having observed fasting for two consecutive months.

Abu’l-Salt al-Harawi has narrated that when he visited Imam al-Rida (A.S.) on the last Friday of
Sha’ban, the Imam said to him:

Abu’l-Salt, the days of Sha’ban have almost passed. This is the last Friday. You should thus settle
what you have missed in this month by working harder in the rest of it. You may supplicate God,
implore for His forgiveness, recite the Holy Qur’an, and repent to Him from your sins so that you
receive the month of Ramadan with pure sincerity to Him. You must fulfill all the trusts that you are
liable to settle, do not bear malice against any of your brethren-in-faith, you must give up any sin
that you commit. Fear Almighty Allah and trust in Him in secret and openly, for ‘If anyone puts his
trust in Allah, sufficient is (Allah) for him. For Allah will surely accomplish his purpose. Verily, for all
things has Allah appointed a due proportion. 65/3’

In the rest days of Sha’ban, you may repeat the following supplicatory prayer very much for
Almighty Allah saves many people from Hellfire on account of the sanctity of this month:
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Fifteenth Night of Shaban

This is the first of the White Nights. In the previous chapter about the recommended rites in
Rajab, | have mentioned the prayers that are advisably offered at this night as well as the two
nights after it. It is thus recommended to refer to these prayers.

FIFTEENTH NIGHT OF SHABAN

This night is extraordinarily honorable. Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (A.S.) has narrated that when Imam
Muhammad al-Bagir (A.S.) was asked about the merits of the fifteenth night of Sha’ban, he
answered, “It is the most favorable night after the Qadr Night. At this night, Almighty Allah bestows
upon His servants with His favors and grants them His pardon out of His conferral of benefits to
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them. Therefore, you should exert all efforts to seek nearness to Him at this night, because He - the
Majestic and Honorable - has decided not to reject any asker as long as he does not ask for an act
of disobedience to Him. Almighty Allah has chosen this night for us, the Ahl al-Bayt, just as He has
chosen the Qadr Night for our Prophet - peace be upon him and his Household. You should thus
pray and thank Him diligently.”

One of the marvelous blessings of this night is that it is the birth night of the Patron of the Age,
Imam al-Mahdi (A.S.) - may Allah accept our souls as ransoms for him. He was born in Surra-man-
ra’a (currently Samarra’) at the hour before daybreak in AH 255. This incident increases the merits
of this honorable night.

However, narrations have carried may recommended rites to be carried out at this night:

First: It is highly recommended to bathe oneself at this night, for this act decreases the
punishment for one’s sins.

Second: It is highly recommended to imitate Imam Ali ibn al- Husayn Zayn al-’Abidin (a.s.) who
used to spend this whole night with acts of worship, prayers, supplications, invocations, and
implorations for forgiveness. A tradition confirm that as for one who spends this whole night with
acts of worship, his heart will not die when other hearts die.

Third: It is highly recommended to visit the tomb of Imam al-Husayn (a.s.). In fact, this is
the most favorable act at this night. It also brings about forgiveness of one’s sins. If you desire that
124,000 Prophets shake hands with you, you may visit the holy tomb of Imam al-Husayn (A.S.) at
this night. The least act of Ziyarah is to go up an elevated place, look to the right and the left, raise
the head towards the heavens, and say these statements:
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One who performs this form of Ziyarah is expected to win the reward of one Hajj and one
‘Umrah. In the section of Ziyarat, we will mention further details about the peculiar merits of
Ziyarah at this night.

Fourth: It is recommended to say the following supplicatory prayer, which stands for a form of
Ziyarah for Imam al-Mahdi (a.s.). This supplicatory prayer has been mentioned by both Sayyid lbn
Tawus and Shaykh al-Tusi:
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Fifth: Shaykh Isma’il ibn Fadl al-Hashimi has narrated that Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (A.S.) instructed
him to say the following supplicatory prayer at the fifteenth night of Sha’ban:
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Sixth: It is recommended to say this supplicatory prayer, which the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) used
to say at this night:
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Actually, this  supplicatory prayer is one of the perfect, comprehensive
prayers that may be said at all times. In the word of the book of ‘Awali al-La’ali, the Holy Prophet
(s.a.w.a.) used to say this supplicatory prayer at all times.

Seventh: It is recommended to say the prayers that are preferably said at middays. These
prayers, previously mentioned, begin with the following statement:
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Eighth: It is recommended to say the famous supplicatory prayer known as Dua Kumayl, which

has been cited in the previous section of this book. Narrations have mentioned that it is highly
advisable to say this famous supplicatory prayer at this night.

Ninth: It is recommended to mention Almighty Allah by the following litany one hundred times
so that one’s past acts of disobedience to Him will be forgiven and one’s worldly and religious
needs will be granted:
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Tenth: Shaykh al-Tusi, in Misbah al-Mutahajjid, has narrated a tradition about the merits of the

night of mid-Sha’ban entailing that Abu-Yahya asked Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (A.S.) about the best of
supplicatory prayers to be said at this night. The Imam (A.S.) instructed him, saying:

After you accomplish the obligatory Isha’ Prayer, you may offer a two unit prayer in the first unit
of which you should recite Surah al- Faatehah and Surah al-Kafirun and in the second Surah al-
Faatehah and Surah al-Tawheed. When you accomplish the prayer, you may repeat (the phrase of)
subhanallah thirty-three times, (the phrase of) alhamdulillah thirty-three times, and (the phrase of)
Allahu-akbar thirty-four times. You may then say the following supplicatory prayer:
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You may prostrate yourself and repeat the following supplicatory phrase twenty times:
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And then repeat the following phrase seven times: And then repeat the following phrase seven
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times:

alll L

And then repeat the following phrase ten times: And then repeat the following phrase ten times:
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You may then invoke Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and beseech Him to
grant your requests.

By Allah | swear, even if you pray for things that are as many as raindrops, Almighty Allah, out of
His generosity and favors, will grant them all.

Eleventh: Shaykh al-Tusi and Shaykh al-Kaf'ami say: It is suitable to say the following
supplicatory prayer at this night:
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It is worth mentioning that this supplicatory prayer is advisably said immediately after the
accomplishment of the Shaf’ Prayer at the last hours of night.

Twelfth: It is recommended to say the supplicatory prayer narrated by Shaykh al-Tusi and Sayyid
Ibn Tawus after each two units of the Night Prayer (Salat al-Layl), the Shaf’ Prayer, and the Witr
Prayer.

Thirteenth: It is recommended to do the prostrations and say the supplicatory prayers that are
reported from the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.). One of these is that Shaykh al-Tusi has narrated on the
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authority of Hammad ibn ‘Isa on the authority of Aban ibn Taghlib on the authority of Imam Ja’far
al-Sadiq (A.S.) recounted the following:

It was the fifteenth night of Sha’ban when the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) was with ‘A’ishah, his
wife. At midnight, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) left the bed. When ‘A’ishah woke up and could not
find him, she felt jealous and thought that he had joined one of his other wives. She therefore left
her bed and put on her cloak, which was made of neither silk, nor linen, nor cotton; rather, it was
made of camel hair. In any event, ‘A’ishah searched for the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) in all of the
rooms of his other wives but she found him prostrating himself on the ground like a thrown dress.
As she approached, she heard him saying:
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The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) then raised his head and then prostrated himself again, saying:
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The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) then attached his face to the ground and said:
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When the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) accomplished these acts of worship and directed towards his
bed, ‘A’ishah ran before him until she reached the bed before he did. When he heard her speedy
breathes, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.a.) wondered. He then said, “Do you know what this night is?
This is the mid-Sha’ban night. At this night, shares of provisions are distributed, lifetimes are
decided, and the pilgrims are appointed. Verily, Almighty Allah, at this night, forgives as many of
His creatures as the hairs of the horses of Kalb Tribe. Almighty Allah also orders angels to descend
to the earth, to Makkah, at this night.

Fourteenth: It is recommended to offer the famous Ja’far al- Tayyar’s Prayer (Salat Ja’far) as is
narrated by Shaykh al-Tusi from Imam al-Rida (a.s.).

Fifteenth: It is recommended to offer the prayers that are dedicated to this night. In fact, these
prayers are many. One of them is what is reported by Abu-Yahya al-San’ani, as well as other thirty
trustworthy reporters, from Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (A.S.) and Imam Ja’far al- Sadiq (A.S.) as
follows:

At the mid-Sha’ban night, you may offer a four unit prayer in each unit of which you may recite
Surah al-Faatehah once and Surah al- Tawheed one hundred times. After accomplishment, you may
say the following supplicatory prayer:

Masjid-e-Ali (AS), 2-32 Beechwood Road Luton LU4 8RP www.masjideali.org || 7




o, -2 _ g’ﬁ z w .- 8 - . _ ’° _ L] o - w oz w -
i Vg ol tJ.—.,..-.-u..,i‘m (gt (s ylaz gag S Sl gl ealll

N PO TR R R ST RIS SR N ST R Pl JR ST
Aisa s Sgelg (Sylde (o gdey agel (gilasl gy Codiilfg (il adaillg (grows

° T AR DA L il . - . g e oL
il Lo Zul gl J3 (i my agely (bl o Sl agelg mulaz ga
- & o 48 & - e _ 5 - _
gebildll Jetula g9g Suudi e

It is worth mentioning that traditions have decided a great reward for one who offers a one
hundred unit prayer at this night; in each unit, Surah al-Faatehah is recited once and Surah al-
Tawheed ten times.

It has been previously mentioned, within the rites of Rajab, that it is recommended to offer a
prayer composing of six units in each of which Surahs al-Faatehah, Yasin, al-Mulk, and al-
Tawheed are recited.

Masjid-e-Ali (AS), 2-32 Beechwood Road Luton LU4 8RP www.masjideali.org || 8






